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Nathaniel Brendel is a seasoned television professional with a distinguished career 
spanning education and production.  
 
Brendel recently served as CEO of ESRA, the leading group in private TV & Film 
education in Europe, where he developed new international collaborations, and attracted 
major talents. Previously, Brendel served as Senior Director of Emmy® Judging at the 
International Academy of Television Arts & Sciences, where he led the Emmy® judging 
operations, collaborated with some of the world’s most acclaimed creatives, and helped 
uphold the prestige of the International Emmy® Awards. 
 
Before joining the Academy, Brendel created and developed the New York branch of a 
major private French TV & Film school. He directed operations, built academic programs 
with faculty from NYU and Columbia University, and forged strong industry ties that 
helped students gain hands-on production experience and global perspectives on 
storytelling. 
 
Earlier in his career, Brendel worked in production and editorial across Europe and the 
United States in various roles, from head of programming to editor for various industry 
print publications, and contributing as a journalist for outlets including Rolling Stone 
magazine. 
 
Blending his production expertise with his leadership in international television awards, 
Brendel brings a distinctive perspective to the International Academy’s Education 
Initiative - bridging creative practice, industry recognition, and professional development. 
 


